
Settling the Desert~=H©w Qne Million H©mnies Will
Be Established on New Oases ©f Arid West

UKCXB SAM IS FLOODING TUR DE9EIIT9. CORN CHOP OF AN IDAHO OASIS.
The rtr»t yeur'n rlold naa sixty bushels per acre.

A »ETTLEH'S 1IQ.ME NEAK THE SUOSUOXE DAM. A XEW 8CHOOLUOVSE OF THK M1MDOKA PROJECT.

Pioneers Who Are Making Good.
A Fortune in Dill Pickles.
Fruit Lands Worth a Thousand
Dollars an Acre.Big Crops cf
Alfalfa, and Money in Os-
BtricheB and Dates.How a

Washington Stenographer
Made $i*,ooo.Farms and How
to Get Them.A Look at the
Oases Communities.Their
New Cities and Towns.Some¬
thing About the Banks,
Churches and Schools.Live
Information About the Lands
of the Reclamation Service Now
Being Opened.
BY FRANK O. CARPENTER.

, Washington. D. C.
Thrco years ago he was a stenog¬

rapher in the Post-Offlce Department
et Washington. He was getting $1.-
200 a year and he had «ne month's an¬
nual vacation. He had saved $1,E00
by skimping, and could see but little
light for the future Then he went
West on his annual leave and was

present at the opening of some gov¬
ernment irrigated lands at Huntley. in
Northern Montana. He dropped into
the lino of home-seekers and drew an

allotment of forty-six acres, with the
right to pay for it in ton-year instal¬
ments.
He resigned his Washington Job, and.

using his savings, built himself a home.
He then cleared thirty-five acres of
eagubrush and sowed It to oats and
wheat. He set out an apple orchard
and between tho rows put In 4.000
strawberry plant« and some'currants,
grapes and blackberries. His oats pro¬
duced sixty-two bushels per acre and
tho wheat thirty bushels. Tho apple
trees grew. The next year he planted
eugar beets on thirty-one acres of this
land and tho crop therefrom brought
in $3.100. The orchard is rapidly
growing and the man already esti¬
mates himself worth at least $10.000.
That is tha story of one man's ex¬

perience on the irrigated tracts of the
reclamation service which Uncle Sam
is now parceling out to his children.
He has already sold thousands of acres
on such instalments and ha has wa¬
ter enough in the* big reservoirs lately
built to feed 25,000 farms of forty
acres each. This land has all been re¬
claimed from the desort, and It Is only
tho beginning. It Is the first fruits of
the reclamation service, which has al¬
ready spent $60,000.000 in dams, reser¬
voirs and canals. A million acres are
now under water, and within the next
generation or bo more than a million
homes will have been added to those
of cur country.

Some of I nch- San'« Settlor*
Before I tell you how such farms may

ho gotfen I want to give some stories
about the letters from Uncle Sam's
pioneers. The Reclamation Bureau at<

Wnihlngton has a large correspondencefrom those wno have taken such
tracts, it publishes the value of the
land and tells what may be made fromthem. Take the fruit oases of thePacific northweit. If the Information
did not come from the government I
should not venture to quote It. for
the prices seem to be out of all rea¬
son. Irrigated fruit lands owned byindividuals right near some of the gov¬
ernment tracts tell for from $100 to$2,000 per acre, and some of the sagebrush nearby is bringing $S9 per acre
and upward This'" is in' the Yaklrr.a
Valley end others of that region where
dams can be made at the outlets of
mountain lakes, which will eventual¬ly give 930.000 acre feet. There Is
enough water there to redeem a halfmillion acres, and there are four orfive schemes planned for the YaklmaVolley alone. There are excellent
orchard lands on nearly all of the
projects, and the men who have taken
up holdings are rapidly growing In
wealth.
Engineer Blanchard, of the reclama¬

tion eervlce, tells one of a man namedSilver who planted ten acres of arch-
ard near Yaklma about six years agoHe netted $2.700 last year from his
fruit and the vegetables which he
raised between the rows. In the same
region J. O. Shadbolt. a dry goods
merchant from Montana, made $16,000
from the fruit raised on forty-one
acres in 1907 the same orchard yield¬
ed a gross of $29.000 and a net of $20..
000, and in the three years which the
man has been fruit raising he has
netted $39,000, or more than $13,000
a year.
The government reports that full-

bearing orchards produce crops of
from $300 to $1.200 per acre, and that
$300 is less than the average If tho
trees ore well kept. The lands that
have been redeemed there are being
largely planted to fruit, and millions
of trees have been set out In tho val¬
ley during the last season or so.
Robert McCormlok, who was a lum¬

berman In Minnesota, came to this
valley ten years ago with 75 cents In
his pecket. He worked for a time as
a teamster, and with his savings made
his flfat payment on twenty-five acres
of the government project. Tho land
was then covered with sago brush. To¬
day it is all in crops and is paying
him $2.000 a year above all his ex¬
penses. Last fall ha picked seven.or
eight hundred boxes of apples from a
little over an acre, making a yield of
about $800 for that amount of ground.
A Wisconsin man the name year sold
$3,700 worth of apples from nine acres
of trees.

A Voice From Montnnn.
Here are some letters from Huntley,

Mont., where tho irrigation projects
embrace a total of 29,000 acres. They
are not all completed, but the water
has been put on large tracts, and sev¬
eral good sized towns have gone up.
This Is a land of grain and alfalfqi.
Wheat averages thirty bushels to the
acre, barley from fifty to seventy
bushels and oats from ninety to one,
hundred bushels. The oats sell for 90
cents a hundred pounds, and good seed
¦oats bring as much as $2. There is a
grazing country about, and alfalfa is
worth $5 a ton in the stack- It yields

Touthe Dyspeptic and those Suffering from Diseases of
the Stomach and Intestines.
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from five to seven tons an acre fro
three cuttings, and Is used also to
restore the fertility of the soil. A,
sugar beet factory has been recently
established ney Huntloy, and the farm¬
ers are raising oeets, getting fourteen
tons to the acre, which they sell for
$5 a ton. They can grow 300 bushels
of onions or ISO bushels of potatoes on
almost any part of the government
lands, and there is nn Instance of one
farmer who gr°w SfiO worth of cu¬
cumbers on one-eight of on acre never
before touched with the plow.
In connection with cucumbers I have

a letter here from Nat Marten, of
lluntley. who made 14.200 out of dill
pickles, which were ralfed on less than
seven acres of land. He put up 320
barrels of these pickles and sold them
at $13 a barrel. He says that roost of
the cucumbers were raised by the
neighbors on the above land He paid
them 1 cent a pound, and this gave a
gcod profit. a> some of them raised nine
tona to the acre. Mr. Marten says he
expects to double his output next year
and to raise most of the cucumbers
himself.
Another Huntley man writes that he

came from L«trobe, Pa., and that with¬
out any experience in irrigation farm
Ing got forty-one acres from the gov¬
ernment and tilled It alone, with the
assistance of his children, the oldest
of whom was Just fourteen years. His
first crop brought him In $2,400, and
he expects to produce at least $3,000
worth of stuff this year. This man
says: "It don't take a big man to
do this. I weigh only 182 pounds."
His name Is W-. W. Keslar. and his
children are ten.

Not a Bad Place for Children.
A number of these letters show how

the babies thrive. There is one from
Hcrmlston, Ore., writton by E. P. Dood,
saying that his neighbor. Bushnell. had
come there three years ago and land¬
ed with a pair of twins In a double

mbaby buggy. He now has. four boy
and a $700 house, and at the end of five
years will have a $2,000 property all
paid for. A young carpenter bought
a s'vcn-up homestead of ten acres and
has it now paid for. and another has
planted twenty acres to alfalfa and
grapes.
One of the Hermiston settlers says

that he Is raising 600 busttels*of onions,
per acre without fertilization and crops
of other vegetables are quoted almost
as large. This is from the Umatllla
project, where water is now available
for eleven or twelve thousand acres
and where the first settlements were
made about four years ago. The lo¬
cality has excellent banks and schools.
Herminston having an $S,000 concrete
school building, with 1C0 publls. There
are newspapers, churches and fraterni¬
ty lodges.

Ostriches and Datea.
Do you want to raise ostriches, figs

onl datet?
There are plenty of chances to do so

on the lands which Uncle Sam now
offers in Southern Arizona and New
Mexico. The Roosevelt Dam will open
up 240,000 acres which will grow al-
Tafa, upon which ostriches will thrive.
It is the same with the Yuma project,
farther South, and ao also of the irri¬
gation schemes of Southern New Mexi¬
co. In these regions the country Is
practically frostless, and oranges, lem¬
ons, grapefruit and olives can be easily
grown. The lands lie several hundred
feet above sea level and the tempera¬
ture ranges from 20 to 118 degrees
above zero.

In some of the tracts the units are
as low as ten acres, which Is found to
be plenty, as crops can be raised all
the year round. Irrigated lands bring
from $50 to $150 per acre, the govern¬
ment tracts varying In cost, according
to the expense involved In each pro¬
ject. The govarnment report from
Carlsbad. N. M.. states that the finest

sof grapes can be raised, bringing a
profit of $150 an acre, or lettuce and
peas will net $400 per acre, while Ber¬
muda onions are yielding 35,000 pounds
to the acre and readily selling for 2
cents a pound.'
These are a few notes as to the

profits from Unlcle Sam's desert farms.
Each of the thirty-four projects nowj b'-lng .reclaimed has Its own special
crops, varying according to climate and
soil, and those who would settle can
Secelve 0vtl\ Information concerning
them by writing to tho government
officials.

How to Get a Farm.
But how does one get a farm on

these fertile oases? The lands are al¬
lotted under much the eame terms as
the homestead law. save that the set¬
tlers must pay the actual cost of erect¬
ing the dams and making the lrraga-
tion works which put the water uponthe lands. They must also pay a small
rental cost per acre each year for the)land Is made In ten annual Install-1
ments. the money all going back to the
government. When the v/orks are paidfor the land and the works will be¬
long to the community, and they will
be to a certain extent under the Secre¬
tary of the Interior for the future.
The scheme provides against mono¬
poly. No one has the right to own
more than 160 acres on any of the
tracts and the units of ownership are
somewhere as low as ten acres. In
othar projects they are forty, and in
others eighty.

If the land Is taken up under thehomestead law, the settler must live onIt for five years before he can get atltlo. and this Is so whether the landhas water yet or not. The amountspaid for water vary with the cost ofthe Irrigation tsorke needed to redeemthem, but In no case are they any¬thing like the value of'the land whenredeemed. It Is estimated that thecost of reclamation will amount to

Oine of Virginians Lost Opportunities
BY AFTON.

The Legislature of Virginia was In
Session, I think, during the winter of
187l-'72. ,or possibly of 1872-'73, when
I received at my residence, and not at
my ottlce, though I was then engaged
In tho banking business In Baltimore,
a visit from a gentleman of the very
highest standing, who told me that
he wished to confer with me as the
representative of the McCnlmonts of
England, well known as one of the!
largest contracting firms in the world.
He began by stating that his mission
was of the most confidential character,
that he din not purpose to deal through
the usual channels, and that what
passed between us should be treated
by me. so far as investigation was
concerned, as entirely personal.
On my assenting to this he proceed¬

ed to tell me that his business was
with reference to the James River and
Kanawha Canal. T at orTco told him
that I was in a position to put him
in the closest contact with its manage¬
ment, as niy Arm had been for years
most closely associated with It, and
that I could readily obtain for him
tho fullest Information with regard to
it In the most reliable manner. He
Informed mo that his principals did
not desire any information whatever,
having at great expense made the
most complete Investigation possible
as to every particular. Their wish was
to purchase the canal as it stood, with
a view-to finishing it substantially on
the lines originally proposed, and that
he war's 'wrdy to carry on the neces¬
sary negotiations and commit them to
a certain'orftont. He sta'ted that, while
unwilling to have this go out to tho
public, they were prepared to begin toy
an offer of $5.000,000 cash and to bind
themselves for an expenditure for the
work to be done, which they estimated
would not be less than $50,000.000.]tWhat Ab-c*; -wer.«, «eektnjc was a. re-i

sponslble party to whom they could
make their offer.
The result of this our first interview

¦was that I at once telegraphed to the
president of the canal, Colonel Charles
S. Carrlngton, requesting him to come
to Baltimore. He. a gentleman of the
highest possible character, had de¬
voted all of the years since tho war
to the vain effort to secure the build¬
ing of the extension of the canal, but
had met with no success whatever.
1 knew that he at last was forced to
despair of accompl'shlng his object,
and could easily Imagine with what
joy ha would welcome a proposition
like this.
He arrived moat promptly, and a

conference was immediately had be¬
tween us three, at which the first
agreement was that nothing of what
wo were contemplating should tran¬
spire outside of ourselves. We then
the whole matter, and finally Colone'.
Carrlngton returned to Richmond with
the understanding that he was to get
the Legislature to pass a bill appoint¬
ing a committee of twelve of tho best
citizens of the State, and empowering
them to make a salo of the canal on
the best terms they could. To show
what sort of men we wanted on the
committee, I will mention that I
named "Rooney" Lee as one of them,
and It was agreed that as nearly as
possible the members should be of the
standard thus laid down.
Colonel Carrlngton went before the

Legislature and reported progress to
us. the other two who were in pos¬
session of tho facts of tho case. It
was not long before a bill was passed
by one of the houses appointing tho
committee and conferring the power,
and I recall the profound satisfaction
with which I learned of this and the
Jo* X XtU Ja th.tnkl.ng. p&w much this

meant to my dear old State. Wo two.
¦who had met almost daily in Balti¬
more and talked over the progress of
events, were most hopeful of ultimate
success, when the final blow came tous In the announcement made by Col¬onel Carrlngton that the other houseIn dealing wltji the bill had tacked
on a proviso that the action of thecommittee should be referred back tothe Legislature for confirmation. Thesession was nearly over, and this
meant, of course, a reference to thebody which was to succeed It. It was
too late to try to undo what had beendone, and It is to be apprehended that
some adverso Interest had been atwork, and that what had been soughtcould not now be obtained. Be this
as It may, the effect of this action was
to cause on Immediate withdrawal of
tho representative of tho McCalmonts
and a sudden termination of this whole
scheme. Incse gentlemen were ready
to take up a negotiation for the canal
and for Us completion with a set of
honest business men, but were not
disposed to put themselves at the
mercy of a legislative body. I myself'
believe the Legislatures of Virginia
since tho war to have been honest,
.but this is net the only case In which
I have known them to be thoroughly
unbusinesslike
When we conplder that this canal,

which cost Virginia since $15,000,000,
was ultimately given away, and that
the railroad built on it was turned
ovor at a sacrlfico to the Chesapeake
and Ohio Railroad, we must acknowl¬
edge, even disregarding what the com¬
pletion of the cnnal would have meant
to Virginia, that this was a great lost
opportunity.
The above Is a simple, but absolutely

correct, statement of an actual occur¬
rence

THEFREED
311 CAST BROAD STftEET

nday's Great
avi

We believe these to be the best
bargains ever had.

Tub Dresses
Lawns, Ginghams, Chambrays;

1.50values up to
$5.00

Summer Dresses
Cotton Foulards, Mar¬

quisettes; values up to Q§$6.00.

Pongee Coats
54-inch length; sailor O QOtrim; value $8.00. tC»-UO

Pongee Suits
Natural shades; all Q AO

sizes; value $25.00. U»7JO

Waists
Lawns, Silks, Marquisettes.

Value Value Value
$3.00, $5.00, $7.00,
98c 1.98 2.98

Skirts
Panamas, Mixtures,' Voiles.

Value. Value Value
S6.00, $8.00, $10.00,
2,98 3.98 498

The bulk of our stock has
been sacrificed regardless
of cost or value.

about $30 per acre, and In nearly every
project, as 80on as the water la on

the land, It la worth 1100 and upward
per acre. In tho case of bearing- or¬

chards as I have said. It may sell for
more.

Our Oases Communltlcs.
The population of these oases prom¬

ises to be the highest type of Ameri¬
can manhood and womanhood. The
conditions are almost Utopian. Euch
settlement will be one of well-to-do
farmers, who are carrying on Intensive
cultivation and making comfortable In¬
comes, with leas work than Is possible
In any other part of the country. The
farms, being small, are close together,
and the people have a community or
Interests which leads to co-operutiort
and social organization. Thoy will
market their fruits and crops In com¬
mon, and will form combinations to
get the best prices and to raise the
best products. This Is already being
done In the fruit regions. There will
also bo financial combinations of the
settlers to establish factories In their
various communities.

Libraries and fiohoola.
Tbe schools which have already be'en

started upon these projects are fur
above tho average of those in the
country districts in other parts of'the
United States. In most cases they
compare with the schools of the cities.
Most of tho oases have what is known
as centralized graded schools, to which
the children aro brought In carriages
that go dally from farm to farm and
collect them- Great care Is taken in
selecting tho teachers, and a hlftn
school education mav bo trotten without
leaving tho farm.
Among the interesting features of

these schools are tho gardens and lit¬
tle farms conneced with them. The
children learn practical agriculture by
raising plants, fruits and grains, prizes
being given for the best work. The
teaching is all In tho oplrlt of the farm,
and its air Is to make the children
love tho farm and to have them stay
on It. In the past the country schoofs
have been managed by city teachers,
who havo taught the children to de-
Bplse agriculture and tried to make
tWem leave the farms for tho city.
As to the schools already established

on the project at Carlsbad. N. M.. 500
children are enrolkd. T!:;: graded school
building Is of brick, situated In a large
park, and tho town has recently erect¬
ed a $1,500 high school. Belle Fourche.
In South Dakota, has two graded
schools and a high school, while In,
Sturgiss thoro is a public graded
school with a largs attendance. Near¬
by are the University of South Dakota,
the State School of Minos and a State
Normal School. In Huntloy, In North¬
ern Montana, there are excellent edu¬
cational facilities, and the sttme Is trua
of the othor projects of tho Lower
Yellowstone Valley. The puplla aro
taught for nine months In each year,
and the Stato course of study pro¬
vides for tho teaching of agriculture in
tho four highest grades.
In Yaklma the best of common school

facilities aro to bo found in every
part of the Irrigated regions. There
are graded schools and high schools
at Ellensburg. Sunnystde and North
Yaklma, ond at tbe latter place, in
addition to the public schools, there
are a business college, school of music
and art and a catholic academy for
girls. In all of these projects nine
months of school is tho rule.

Towns of the Onsen.
Nearly evory one of those reclama¬

tion projects hns several towns which
ara ropldly springing Into being. In
the Yaklma Valley they are situated
on the government landn and in the
country adjoining. North Yaklma has
over 12.000 people, Sunnysldo has 1,500,
Ellensburg 5,20'> and Prosser 2.000. In
addition to this there are a number of
other towns and villages,

y Most pf these places have graded

BtreatB boardered with trees kept allvo
by Irrigation. They have gas and elec-
trlc lights and good telephone systems.
They publish newspapers. North Ya-
klma has a public lubrary which cost
$60,000. a oourthouse worth $125,000.
and the government la soon to erect u.
Federal building there at a cost oC a
quarter of a million.
The chlof town in the TJmatnia pro¬

ject Is Hormlston, which already baa
600 people, Including a large number
of farmers who live there and drive
to and from their farms. The place hau
several big business' blocks, two lum¬
ber yards, an $8.000 public school build¬
ing, and there are In the county twelve,
banks, with total deposits of upward
of $4,000.000. Hermlston has two
banks..
On the Klomath Irrigation project the>

chief town Is Klamath Falls, though
there are other settlements which ara>
rapidly growing. Klamath Falls ha*
four banks, two newspapers, a high
school building which cost $40.000 and
a number of society lodges. The cose
of redeeming tho land here was on
the average $S0 per acre and the main-
tenance charge 75 cents por acre each)
year.
Some of the irrigation projects oB

Idaho aro tributary to Boise, the capi¬
tal of the State, a town which has)
municipal improvements equal to thosd
of the finest residence cities of tha
West. There are some small towns on.
the projects themselves, and the edu¬
cational, financial and social condi*
tlons are among- the best in the coun«
try. As to Boise, it has six banks,
with deposits of over $6.000,000 anfi
school buildings which represent aj
property value of more than $400,000.
Its high schools are among the best im
the country, the graduates being ac«
credited to all colleges that admit atu«)
dents upon credentials.
(Copyright, 1911, by Frank G. Carped<

ter.)

Buena Vista Social News. .'
[Special to The TImes-Dlspatch.l

Buena Vlstu, Va., August 12..During^tho past week a number of entertain¬
ments have been given in honor olVisiting women. Thursday afternoon*Mrs. W T. Paxton entertained with «
card party In honor of Mrs.

, Hugh]Fräser, of Georgetown. S. C, who \a
her house guest, and Mrs. Rtdout andMiss Taylor, of Richmond, who ant
the guests of Miss Lucy Glasgow, a<Tuscan Villa. Those present wer«Jin. W. H. Gilkyson, J. H. Mapp, H.Trumbowef, W. J. Dickinson andMisses Waldror. of Bowling Green,Ky.; Miss Lewis, Lexington. Ky.; Mis*
Atkinson. Clifton Forgo; Miss SarahStevens, Washington. D. C.: Miss Anna*Parsons. Farsalla: Miss Georgia Boono,Miss Eleanor and Kathrine Paxton.

Miss Waldrop, of Bowling Green*Ky.; Miss Lewis, of Lexington, Ky.»and Miss Atkinson, of Clifton Forge,have been the gucusts of Mrs. C. P.Graham f>">r the past week.
Thursday evening a very enjoyablehop was given at the Marlbrook Hotel

In honor of the visiting young women.
Monday evening Mrs. A. M. Rucker

gave an Informal card party in honor
of Misses Waldrop. "cowls and Atkin¬
son.

T. T. filcklnson. Miss Ethel Rucker.of Lynehburg: .Miss Brown, of Char-
lottesville; Mrs. Sallle Talferio. otthis city, and Mr. and Mrs. J. El.
Nlneger, of P.oanoke. are on an auto¬
mobile trip through the Valley. They»ill visit Staunton. Charlottesvllie andWushington nefore thoy return.
Mr. and Mrs. \V. N. Key. Frank Key;and Miss Evle Bromley are on an

automobile trip. They will visit Staun«
ton and Charleston. W. Va.

Miss Anna Parsons, of Farsalla, whathis boon the gu»:st of he raunt. Mrs*D. R. Miller, has returned to her home*Mre. J. M. Wells, of Wilmington,N. C , is the guest, of her sister, Mrs-,D. R. MilUr. i
Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Vest who hav»hi-en spending a couple of weeks in,Atlantic City, returned home Monday,morning.
Mrs H. R. yills, who has beet*

spending the. p<ut two weeks in Am«,herst, returned to fcor boos* Wedns^l


